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Candid stress relief cure

ESTELLE SINKINS

IT’S been many years since
Andre Scholtz filmed a can-
did camera film in South Af-
rica, but the three actors
who star in hislatest project,
Rainbow Skellums, believe
it’s high time South Africans
had a good laugh at them-
selves.

Scholtz, who has worked
with Leon Schuster in the
past, set up cameras in Jo-
hannesburg, Pretoria, Hei-
delberg, Ventersdorp,
Strand, Cape Town, Eerste-
rivier and Gordon’s Bay,
where his three “skellums”
— Kevin Ehrenreich, Alexa
Strachan and Louw Venter
—tried to catch out their vic-
tims. The results of their ef-
forts will be screened na-
tionwide from December 24.

Ehrenreich, Strachan and
Venter were all newcomers
to the candid camera for-
mat, something they found
challenging.

“With candid camera you
have to think on your feet,
you have to read your vic-
tims very well and use your
expressions to your best ad-
vantage,” says Ehrenreich,
best-known for his Gatiepie
comedy dramas.

Recalling one scene in
Rainbow Skellums, where
he acts as a taxi-driver who
weighs his passengers be-
fore they commute in
Eersterivier, he said: “To tell
the truth, I was very nerv-
ous, because some of those
aunties have very big biceps
and I was so scared they
were going to hit me!”

Strachan (whose credits
include African Diaries,
Sandra op 'n Drafstap, and
Kamp dit Uit met Mathys
Roets on KykNet) also found
the medium a challenge, es-
pecially in a scene in which
she plays a pregnant woman
about to give birth when her
drunken husbhand (played
by Venter) orders a pizza.

“It's one of the most stressful things I've ever done. I gave birth
to three children and believe me, it is no easy task to pretend
that you are giving birth, especially when all the victims are expe-
rienced fathers and were with their wives in the labour ward.
They started timing my contractions and everything.”

Venter, who played Corne in the comedy series The Most Amaz-
ing Show and had cameo roles in the [ilms Bunny Chow and
Straight out of Benoni, agreed, adding: “You have to improvise
and you totally depend on the reaction of the victim. No matter
what plan of action you have in mind, there are no guarantees
that it will work. You have to be on your toes at all times and
immediately respond to the victim’s reaction and impulses.”

When making the film, Scholtz tried to include issues like brib-
ery, corruption and security. Most of the gags in Rainbow Skel-
lums come [rom his [ertile brain, but he also used some of Ehren-
reich’s ideas and a few skits he and Schuster never filmed.

Ehrenreich, whose credits also include the kykNET documen-
tary series Agter die Mynhoop, which reflected the lifestyle and
culture of the coloured community, loved every minute of filming
and didn’t want it to stop. “Every day [ wished the next day would
come quickly so I could do more gags. I kept asking Andre if
we could carry on filming because I was enjoying it so much,”
Ehrenreich said.

Asked why she thinks people love watching candid camera
skits, Strachan said: “Because it’s real. They can relate to the
situations, especially so in this film because Andre has chosen
to show things like corruption, the effect of name changing in
towns. I also think South Africans like to laugh. And, let’s face
it, we all need to laugh in SA.” Venter agrees, adding: “There
are no Brads and Angelinas in this kind of film. But people watch
them because of the potential of seeing themselves on screen.
The film is about people, ordinary people.”

So why should people go along and see Rainbow Skellums?
“Because it really is a lot of fun,” Venter replies. “And after the
darkest year in human history we can all do with sitting back
and having a good laugh.”
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Kevin Ehrenreich, Alexa Strachan and Louw Venter
star in the candid camera film, Rainbow Skellums,
which will be released nationwide on December 24.

PHOTO: SUPPLIED
Kevin Ehrenreich and Louw Venter are pictured with
one of their victims from the new candid camera
film, Rainbow Skellums.

PHOTO: SUPPLIED
Kevin Ehrenreich and Louw Venter with another of
their victims.

IT'S ONE OF
THE MOST
STRESSFUL
THINGS I'VE
EVER DONE. |
GAVE BIRTH TO
THREE
CHILDREN AND
BELIEVE ME, IT
IS NO EASY
TASK TO
PRETEND THAT
YOU ARE
GIVING BIRTH.

Andre Scholtz is aiming to get you to
laugh your way to the box office and
back with a new raft of pranks.

Don't miss
the boafl!
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Book early for your cruise holiday next year to secure
your place, guarantee your price and pay less with our

Early Booking Offers!
e R3640:

The new MSC Sinfonia has arrived! Cruise from Durban
for 3 fun-filled days on a Cruise into the Blue!

Look what we include!

2 nights in a super cabin with all facilities « 4 meals a day
including a sumptuous midnight buffet « kids clubs and activities
- entertainment and sports

ASK US for all other cruises available between Nov ‘09 - Mar ‘10
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i MSC 2010/2011 bookings now open!

SALE BONUS > Kids cruise FREE, FREE CABIN UPGRADE if you're on honeymoon, 50% OFF for
partners, 20% OFF for seniors, FRIENDLY 4's 2 cruise FREE, PLUS you could get your CRUISE FREE with

our lucky draw! (conditions apply*)
Mediterranean cruises! Eed 111
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Cruise on the Norwegian Gem visiting Venice, Dubrovnik,

Piraeus, Izmir & Nafplion. Its Freestyle cruising at its ACCOMMODATION;
best - putting emphasis on fun, freedom, flexibility and

the choice to do just what you want when you want!

e
NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE
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Look what we include! super staterooms
with all the facilities - 4 superb mealsadayina
choice of restaurants - world-class entertainment
« top class service
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Braemar, where just about everything’s included i |n the
price! Visiting Copenhagen, Visby, Turku, Helsinki,

St Petersburg (2 nights), Szczecin & Sassnitz before
returning to Dover!

Look what we include! luxury cruising - all meals
« entertainment - PLUS taxes and fuel surcharges!

Departs Dover 29 May & 22 Sept 10 XX Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines

SALE BONUS > Price includes R900 per cabin to spend onboard! (limited offer)

[IAAT /112 KV B ask us forour special cruise fares to join your cruise!

(I WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW Prices are per person twin share in the lowest cat cabin. Starlight prices are based on cat 4 inside cabins and
are a guide only. All services subject to availability and ROE changes. Visas may be necessary and insurance is essential. Individual tour
operators terms and conditions apply. + These discount offers are valid on selected OFF PEAK cruises only and cannot be combined. Will
vary according to departures. Excludes flights and related taxes. *Pre-payable taxes & levies correct at time of print & may vary. E&OE
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Gateway™* 031 583 2100 / Hillcrest 031 761 4300 / Kloof 031 764 9900  *open Sundays

La Lucia* 031 572 8100 / Musgrave 031 203 1350 r%

Pavilion 031 275 8000 / PMB* 033 394 6961




